SERVICES FOR DECEMBER 2011
When there is no service at Hathern, other Benefice churches holding services are shown thus:
B = Belton, D = Diseworth, K = Kegworth, LW = Long Whatton or O = Osgathorpe

4th
ADVENT 2

HATHERN
8:00am, Holy Communion, BCP




HATHERN
10:30am, Christingle Service





HATHERN
6:00-8:00pm, Music Café 

11th
ADVENT 3

B & K

8:00am, Holy Communion, BCP




HATHERN
10:30am, Eucharist amongst the Christmas Trees



HATHERN
7:30pm, Songs of Christmas Praise
18th
ADVENT 4

K

8:00am, Holy Communion, BCP



LW

10:30am, Eucharist




HATHERN
6:15pm, Nine Lessons and Carols, with Hathern Band
24th
CHRISTMAS EVE
HATHERN 
6:00pm, Crib Service




HATHERN
10:00pm, Christmas Eucharist





B, K & LW
11:30pm, Midnight Eucharist
25th
CHRISTMAS DAY
O

9:00am, Holy Communion, BCP
1st Jan
CHRISTMAS 2

HATHERN
8:00am, Holy Communion, BCP




HATHERN
10:30am, Family Service
· MUSIC CAFÉ every 1st Sunday of the month, 6:00pm to 8:00pm
· MESSY CHURCH every 2nd Sunday of the month, 4:00pm to 5:00pm
· MORNING PRAYER every Wednesday morning in Hathern Church, 8:30am to 9:00am

· SAID EUCHARISTS every Tuesday at 12:30pm in Belton and every Wednesday at 9:30am in Kegworth
· COFFEE MORNING on the 1st Saturday each month from 10:00am to 12noon. FAIR TRADE STALL, BOOKS, BRIC-A-BRAC
READINGS FOR DECEMBER


1st READING


2nd READING


GOSPEL
4th 
Isaiah 40.1–11


2 Peter 3.8–15a


Mark 1.1–8
11th
Isaiah 61.1-4,8-end

1 Thessalonians 5.16–24

John 1.6–8, 19–28
18th
2 Samuel 7.1–11, 16

Romans 16.25–end

Luke 1.26–38
25th
Isaiah 52.7-10


Hebrews 1.1-4 [5-12]

John 1.1-14
29th
Isaiah 61.10—62.3

Galatians 4.4–7


Luke 2.15–21
1st Ja
Isaiah 60.1–6


Ephesians 3.1–12

Matthew 2.1–12

The 2nd Reading & Gospel will be read at the 8:00am Communion, the 1st Reading & Gospel at the 6:15pm Evensong, all three being read at the 10:30am Eucharist.
HATHERN CHURCH 200-CLUB, WINNERS FOR OCTOBER
£15 – No 92 – Simon Hill, c/o Dovecote Street
REGISTERS
Holy Baptism

6th November

Daisy Elizabeth Priddle
CHRISTMAS FOR CHILDREN
The main Christmas Tree outside church will be switched on at 6:00pm. There will be mince pies, coffee/tea and squash so come alolng and count down!!

The Christmas Messy Church will take place on Saturday 3rd December from 4:00 to 5:00pm. Children and the parents/carers are warmly invited to come along and get messy, loads of things to do!

On Sunday 4th December, we have our Christingle Service at 10:30am. Collection candles can be got from church or members of the congregation.

Christmas Eve sees our usual Crib Service at 6:00pm.
TEACHER: 
Glenn, how do you spell 'crocodile?'

GLENN:

 K-R-O-K-O-D-I-A-L
TEACHER: 
No, that's wrong

GLENN:

 No it’s not; you asked me how I spell it!               

 

SHOE BOXES

Because of your overwhelming kindness, 218 shoeboxes are on their way to Bulgaria to bring some Christmas joy to disadvantaged children. Thank you so much!!
CALENDAR FOR DECEMBER
2nd
Fri
6:00pm, HATHERN CHURCH, Switch-on of Christmas Tree, mince pies and coffee

3rd 
Sat
10:00-12noon, HATHERN CHURCH, Coffee Morning, Second-hand Books, Bric-a-brac



4:00-5:00pm, HATHERN CHURCH, Messy Church

7th 
Wed
7:30pm, BENEFICE HOUSE GROUP, 33 Green Hill, Everybody is welcome

9th
Fri
10:00-8:00, HATHERN CHURCH, CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL, 

11:00am, School choir

10th
Sat
10:00-8:00, HATHERN CHURCH, CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL 

11th
Sun
12:00-5:30, HATHERN CHURCH, CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL




7:30pm, Songs of Christmas Praise, with sherry and mince pies



10:30, HATHERN CONCERT BRASS, Santa Special, Abbey Park, Leicester

12th 
Mon
2:30pm, HATHERN CHURCH MOTHERS’ UNION, Christmas Party


7:30pm, HATHERN W.I., Village Hall, Christmas Party

13th  
Tue
7:30pm, HATHERN GARDEN CLUB, Hathern Club, Christmas Social Evening

14th
Wed
7:30pm, HATHERN CHURCH, Carols around the piano, with mulled wine. £1.50

17th
Sat
7:00pm, HATHERN BAND, Christmas Concert, Hodson Hall, LGS

19th 
Mon
7:30pm, HATHERN PARISH COUNCIL MEETING, Village Hall, Everybody welcome

      
Mon
7:30pm, BENEFICE BIBLE STUDY, 33 Green Hill, everyone will be made welcome

24th
Sat
6:00pm, HATHERN CHURCH, Christmas Eve Crib Service

Jan

1st
Sun
11:30am, HATHERN CHURCH, New Year’s Day Walk, followed by soup and rolls.

CHURCH ROTAS FOR DECEMBER

If anyone is unable to do their turn, please arrange a substitute if possible and let one of the Churchwardens know.  Will sidespersons please be in attendance at least 20 minutes before the service time.
	Date
	SIDESPERSON
	INTERCESSOR

10:30am
	CHALICE
	COFFEE

10:30am

	
	8:00am
	10:30am
	6:15pm
	
	
	

	4th

	C Harris
	Family Service
	Music Café
	x
	C Harris
8:00am
	G Thorpe

E Bristowe

	11th

	x
	D Harbidge
	J Leivers
7:30pm
	x
	J Worsfold
10:30am
	J Leivers
M Cox

	18th

	x
	x
	J Worsfold
	x
	x
	R Worsfold
V Carter

	24th
Xmas Eve
	x
	R Worsfold
10:00pm
	V Reilly
6:00pm
	C Harris
10:00pm
	S Hack
10:00pm
	x

	1st
January
	V Carter
	Family Service
	x
	x
	C Harris
8:00am
	G Thorpe

E Bristowe


	Date
	READERS
	FLOWERS

	
	8:00am
	10:30am
	6:15pm
	

	
	2nd Reading
	Gospel
	1st Reading
	2nd Reading
	1st Reading
	Gospel
	

	4th
	C Harris
	C Harris
	Family Service
	Music Café
	x

	11th
	x
	x
	x
	x
	Songs of Xmas Praise, 7:30pm
	Xmas Trees

	18th
	x
	x
	x
	x
	Nine Lessons and Carols
	-do-

	24th
	x
	x
	S Hack
10:00pm
	M Schofield
10:00pm
	x
	x
	-do-

	1st Jan
	V Carter
	V Carter
	Family Service
	x
	-do-


NEXT FILM NIGHT - FEBRUARY

Blow away those cold winter blues with good company and warm laughter at a Hathern Church Film Night.  By popular demand the next film will be 'Calendar Girls' starring Helen Mirren and Julie Walters to name but a few, on Saturday 18 February at 7.30pm.  Tickets £3 available beforehand or on the door include refreshments.  Ice creams will also be available.  Watch this space for details. Future film nights are planned for September 15th and on November 17th 2012.
According to the Alaska Department of Fish and Game, while in the summer both male and female reindeer grow antlers each year, male reindeer drop their antlers at the beginning of winter, usually late November to mid-December. But female reindeer retain their antlers till after they give birth in the spring.  Therefore, according to EVERY historical rendition depicting Santa's reindeer, EVERY single one of them, from Rudolph to Blitzen, had to be a girl.
This month’s “Letter from the Rectory” is from our newly-arrived curate, Revd Lesley Butler, who has joined the Benefice Clergy recently:

The Curate in Malta

As I soak up the autumn Maltese sun one day and then fend off the torrential rain the next, I am reminded of that well-known verse in Ecclesiastes – ‘For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven.’  It seems that a lot of places have a varied weather pattern during autumn, for it is a season that exhibits echoes of summer and portends of the winter to come.

Seasons are important, they give us a rhythm to life with its continual cycle of growth and decline, reminding us to acknowledge and celebrate the God of creation who made ‘a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted.’  Why is it then that our culture and, as I discovered Maltese culture, wants to speed up the seasons for its own gain?

While my husband and I were enjoying an alfresco meal at a restaurant, (the temperature still holding at 20°C), I looked across at a shop close by, whose window was festooned with a Christmas display of bright lights.  It was truly bizarre and even more so because earlier that day we had been sunbathing on a lovely beach in Gozo!

Christmas is a wonderful season, an amazing celebration of the greatest gift ever, our Lord Jesus Christ.  Yes, it is good to prepare well for Christmas but is it best done in the way our culture dictates? Tempting us to forgo or sideline our season of Advent: a time of prayer, waiting and abstinence.  Already the spirit of capitalism is filling our shops with Christmas, reminding us to prepare now because we will have so much to do, and the rush and busyness begins ................., leading us and driving us.

Have we the strength to hold fast and enjoy the time of the season – the time of Advent?










Lesley
KNIGHTTHORPE
DECORATORS

(LOUGHBOROUGH)
THE CARING DECORATORS
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR DECORATING
We are a small family business and, because of our low overheads, we can offer competitive prices

NO JOB TOO SMALL
FREE QUOTATION

	Telephone
	01509 231 931

	Mobile
	07762 750 864

	Mobile
	07890 571 329

	86 Knightthorpe Road,

Loughborough LE11 4JT



MAGAZINE ITEMS FOR JANUARY TO JOHN WORSFOLD BY FRIDAY 9th DECEMBER
Please note early date for Christmas
You can send details as an attachment by email to John@ TheWorsfolds.fsnet.co.uk
	J A FLETCHER ELECTRICAL

Local Electrician available for all your electrical needs, Including:

· Rewires

· Extensions/Kitchens/Bathrooms

· Lighting/Extra sockets

· Commercial and industrial work undertaken 

· Fire alarms and Smoke alarms

· Inspection and testing

· Fault finding

Friendly service very competitive rates, quality work guaranteed call now for a free quotation:

Telephone: 07977908159

9 Nightingale Avenue,

Hathern, LE12 5JE


Hathern Compost Corner - Number 12
The last word....
Some people talk as if recycling was new. Most gardeners will tell you converting organic waste into compost and returning all the goodness and trace elements to the earth has been around for years!


Every good gardener will have dead vegetation fermenting somewhere, whether on a heap hidden away somewhere, or in clinically clean bins, composting starts with garden and kitchen rubbish or waste, and if done well results in sweet smelling, nutrient rich compost.

It takes work, but it is worthwhile. Nutrients plants take from the earth are exhaustible. In nature death and decay returns them to the soil but in gardens if we don't replace the nutrients the soil becomes impoverished and our plants don't grow well.


Composting returns goodness to the soil creating a virtuous complete cycle, unlike chemically produced fertilisers derived from petroleum and other chemical products. But compost does more. When compost is mixed with soil it works like probiotic yoghurt, creating favourable conditions for healthy microbes to flourish as soil contains billions of bacteria and other microscopic lifeforms many of which interact with the plant roots helping to transfer nutrients and thus the plants flourish. (précised from an article by Nigel Colborn, 2011).


We hope through our series of articles this year we have either inspired you to start composting ( as we know a number of Hathern folk have) or keeping a wormery or given existing composters renewed enthusiasm to carry on and do more?


A very Happy Christmas and prosperous New Year to you all and please keep recycling and composting in 2012.

Ongoing if you have any questions or want to know more of the technical details of the composting process please call us on 01509-842634 we are here to help.
Anne & Tony Croft
Leicestershire Master Composters

PS - Christmas Trees These do not compost easily in the normal garden heap but can be recycled by either taking them to the local recycling site at Shepshed or by placing your tree at the side of your Charnwood Brown Bin (if you have one, if you don’t have one why not consider getting one?) on collection day so they can be composted in the windrows at Lount where conditions are more favourable to enable decomposition. 

N.B Brown Bin collection service will be suspended (as every year) for a fortnight w/c 26th December and will start running again w/c 9th January 2012.  Please, in the case of large trees, chopping them up would help waste collection crews be more efficient.  Thank you.
If you lined up all the cars in the world end to end, someone would be stupid enough to try to pass them, five or six at a time, on a hill, in the fog. 

S. R. P. TILING

Quality Ceramic Tiling

Walls – Floors

Kitchens, Bathrooms,
Conservatories
For a free Quote

Tel:- Simon on 07977 402363

HATHERN CLUB - 01509 842 404
Mondays 
5th, 12th, 19th :  Quiz Night, Bingo & Kalookie
26th : Santa Presents, Disco, Games, 12:00-4:30pm
Wednesdays 
7th, 14th, 21st : Line Dancing, Bingo & Kalookie

Fridays 
9th : Quiz Night & Kalookie
23rd : Blue Horizon, for Rainbows
Saturdays
3rd : Paul Ravel (Vocalist), Bingo & Kalookie
10th : Allan Black (Organist), Bingo & Kalookie
17th : Martin Attenbury (Organist), Bingo & Kalookie
24th : Mark Hayward (Vocalist), Bingo & Kalookie
31st : New Year’s Eve : Del Christie (Vocalist)

Sundays
4th : Free Bingo, plus 2 Kalookie

11th : Free Bingo, plus 2 Kalookie

18th : Xmas Raffle, Bingo and Kalookie

25th : Xmas Day, open 12:00 – 2:00pm
8th CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL

Dates and times:

Friday 9th  December 



Festival open: 10.00am until 8.00pm
Saturday 10th December


Festival open: 10.00am until 8.00pm

Sunday 11th December



10:30am, The Eucharist amongst the trees

Festival open: 12.00pm until 5.30pm. 


7.30pm, ‘Songs of Christmas Praise’ 

with a glass of sherry and a mince pie amongst the trees. 

Arrangements for setting up and taking down your trees:

The Church will be set up and ready to accept your trees, with places allotted and power on hand anytime between 10.00am and 8.00pm on Wednesday 7th and Thursday 8th December.

They can be taken down and removed anytime on Monday 12th December between 10.00am and 8.00pm.

If you can’t get during any of the above times, please notify one of the organisers for an alternative date or time to be arranged. 
· David or Mary Harbidge 842596 (dam.harbidge@btinternet.com), 

· John or Rosemary Worsfold 842585 (john@theworsfolds.fsnet.co.uk) or 

· John or Shirley Henderson 556330 (jdhenderson@ntlworld.com) 
Christmas Tree Switch-On
The main Christmas Tree will be switched on at 6:00pm on Friday 2nd December. There will be mince pies, coffee and squash available.
Three men died on Christmas Eve and were met by Saint Peter at the pearly gates. "In honour of this holy season," Saint Peter said, "you must each possess something that symbolizes Christmas to get into heaven."

The first man fumbled through his pockets and pulled out a lighter. He flicked it on. "It represents a candle”, he said. “You may pass through the pearly gates”, Saint Peter said.

The second man reached into his pocket and pulled out a set of keys. He shook them and said, "These remind me of the Christmas bells". Saint Peter said “You, too, may pass through the pearly gates”.

The third man started searching desperately through his pockets and finally pulled out a flimsy pair of women's knickers. St. Peter looked at the man with a raised eyebrow and asked, "And just what do those symbolize?"

The man replied, "They're Carol’s".

THANK YOU!!

Many, many thanks to Alison and David Swift for collating this magazine over many years and for always being understanding about the many printing difficulties!! They have now had to cease their involvement with the magazine. 
Sue Swift has volunteered to take over and we thank her too!

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

EVENTS IN HATHERN CHURCH
Fri-Sun 9th-11th December: Christmas Tree Festival

Wed 14th December: Carols round the piano

Sunday 1st January: New Year’s Day Walk

Saturday 18th February: Film Night – “Calendar Girls”

Saturday 24th March: Choral Concert – Music to suit all tastes
Saturday 12th May: Poetry Evening for Christian Aid

Saturday 30th June: Gift Day

Saturday/Sunday 7th/8th July: Open Gardens

Saturday 18th August: Garden Fete


Gareth Hudson MCFHP MAFHP
Foot Health Professional

Visiting Practice

For all your foot care needs in the comfort of your own home 

Nails

Corns 

Calluses

Ingrown toenails 

Fungal infections
Diabetic foot care 
Home:   01509556430

Mobile: 07896945156

garethhudson82@live.co.uk
Registered Member of the 

British Association of

Foot Health Professionals

LOCAL ARTIST HAS EXHIBITION AT HIND LEYS COLLEGE

Anne Kingham is a local artist living in Barrow. She took up painting and, recently, glass work when she retired from teaching in adult education. Anne is self taught and thinks there are advantages in that. Naivety can mean greater spontaneity.

Anne's exhibition will be at HIND LEYS COMMUNITY COLLEGE BETWEEN 28 NOVEMBER AND 21 DECEMBER. It will be open whenever the college is open which includes evenings and weekends. 

 
The purpose of the exhibition is not commercial but most things will be for sale and anyone looking for an original present might find something there.
How do you know Santa Claus has to be a man? 
Well, no woman is going to wear the same outfit year after year!

HATHERN BAND CORNER - ISSUE 4

All of Hathern’s Bands are currently gearing up for December, every Band’s busiest month of the year. Full details of all concerts over the Christmas period can be found on our website www.hathernband.co.uk


The Senior Band gave its annual concert in aid of Hathern Church on Saturday 29th October at Burleigh College. The Concert was very well received by all and over £400 being raised for Church funds. The Band has a close link with the Church with the Band playing at the Armistice Service on the 13th November (£307 sent to the Poppy Appeal) and they will be back there on December 18th for the annual Service of Nine Lessons and Carols, always a great occasion. In addition a group from the Band will be playing at 4:30pm on Sunday 11th December in the Church at the Christmas Tree Festival.


The Band’s annual Christmas Concert at Hodson Hall on Saturday 17th December is an exciting time especially for the Training Band, many of whom make their concert debut in front of a full house, and normally steal the show. 


The Training Band rehearse 6 – 7 p.m. on a Monday evening and is composed mainly of very young people. No previous musical experience is required so if any young people would like to join the existing 30+ members please contact Lesley Bentley at www.Lesley.Bentley@dsl.pipex.com 
Paddy says to Mick, “I see that Christmas Day falls on a Friday this year”.
Mick says, “Let’s hope it’s not the 13th then.”  

HAVE YOU MADE YOUR WILL YET?
Or is your old Will out of date?
MAKE SURE YOUR ASSETS GO TO THOSE YOU LOVE.
For Wills-Trusts -Estate Planning- Lasting Power of Attorney

& Funeral Plans

We come to you!  For an appointment or a brochure telephone
Mrs Chris Thomas

01509 507334 (Home)

08450 568571 (Office)

In-Home Legal Services
90 The Meadows Shepshed

Member of The Society of Will Writers
We have our own Company Lawyer

From our own correspondent:

Leisurely Pursuits

Mason Norton                            Near Paris, 15th November
If a stereotype persists in the British mind about the French when it comes to playing sport, then it must be the playing of pétanque, the sport whereby men throw metal balls, or boules, at a jack. Upon moving over here, I discovered that my local pétanque club were organising an end-of-season doubles tournament. Fancying a go (but not my chances), I went along.


After twenty minutes going round the village, I eventually found a series of pistes that in some places had more grass than gravel. I was then paired up with someone who played in the same position as myself- a pointer. To explain this to non-specialists, it’s the pétanque equivalent of having a football team with no strikers. We lost the first three games, and the fourth was abandoned when, in the autumn twilight, vision blurred by the approaching darkness, senility, and red wine, we lost the throwing circle from where we were supposed to be playing. Nonetheless, the ambiance was very agreeable, and a pleasant time was had by all.

*
I got a further chance to observe the French the following weekend when France played New Zealand in the World Cup Final. I had watched the Quarter-Final, when England looked as though they would have struggled to pass water, let alone a rugby ball, with my neighbour, who duly squealed with delight in a manner I hadn’t heard since I saw Meg Ryan in When Harry met Sally. On this occasion, it was the Head of ICT who invited me to her house, to watch the match with two neighbours, both measuring 6ft 8, and her husband (5ft 5). I had no trouble with the two gentle giants- but the husband, normally a quiet man, turned into a psychopath at the kick-off, doing warm-up exercises every five minutes, berating the referee, other players, the commentators and so on.  

‘Strangely enough’ said his wife as she was driving back ‘he’s not really interested in domestic rugby’. Thank God for small mercies, I thought.

*

The October Half-Term gave me a chance to relax with a trip to Dinard in Brittany. An extremely pleasant resort, which bears the influence of the nineteenth-century British tourists who took it over, the only thing it lacks is Fish & Chips. It does contain, however, an Olympic-sized swimming pool by the front, complete with a Jacuzzi that overlooks the bay and the sunset over the rocks.


The pool was divided into lanes, but even then, I sometimes had to take urgent action to avoid a collision. A serious, well-built, middle-aged man came racing down, and I ducked under the water to my left, and, as it turned out, one of the dividing ropes.


I came up for air, and found myself in unfamiliar territory. Then, the ball came hurtling towards me. I ducked again, and saw under the water that a group of women were coming towards me. I had unwittingly gatecrashed the training session of the Dinard Ladies Water Polo Club. 


I tried to swim to safety, but the fast-moving game made this difficult, and I found myself swimming round in circles around the players, who by a tragic coincidence, were all nubile young women in tight-fitting swimsuits. As my plight descended midway between Baywatch and the Benny Hill Show, I tried to find a way out of my hopeless disorientation. Eventually, an opening appeared, I swam clear, and rejoined the normal pool. 

*

If this was not surreal enough, then an experience two weeks later was even more so. There has been a series of commemorations and programmes to mark the 30th anniversary of the death of one of France’s greatest ever singers, and in my opinion, people; Georges Brassens.


I could write reams about Brassens and his work, and why he is so much better than that talentless Belgian twerp Johnny Halliday, but I will content myself with this- Brassens’ most famous song, Le Gorille, was banned for many years from French radio. It is a song against capital punishment, but involves a gorilla who one day escapes from his zoo.

I went to a concert given by a folk group in tribute to ‘Le Grand Georges’. For their encore, we were invited to dance. The crowd called for Le Gorille. He duly arrived- a member of the group came out, wearing a gorilla suit and smoking one of Brassens’ trademark pipes, before dancing among us. So it came to pass that I spent part of my Saturday evening dancing with a pipe-smoking gorilla who had a glass of red wine in his hand. 


I recounted this experience to some colleagues on Monday morning. They looked at me very funnily; then smiled, and slowly backed away. They have since been checking my coffee very carefully.
Reading the nativity story out of the big family bible, the father was asked by his son what a stable was. He thought for a moment how to explain it to him in terms he could understand, then told him, "It's something like your big sister's room, but without a stereo."













NEW YEAR’S DAY

What a good way to start 2012. Join us on Sunday 1st January, 11:30 at Church, have a glass of sherry and then set off for a gentle one-hour walk around the paths of Hathern. Back to church for warming soup and rolls. What could be nicer?






























- 3 -

